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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 November 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 are presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: the applicants 
missed a period at the end of the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 and 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Grieve et al., United States Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0149756 
(hereinafter Grieve). 

5. With respect to claim 1 , Grieve teaches a method of adjusting relative value of 
implemented computer configuration changes [see abstract and paragraphs 0007- 
0009], the method comprising: 
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■ identifying computer configuration changes in a computer system [i.e. the 
system will detect the new device as having a configuration, which has 
changed since its last update, paragraph 0151]; 

■ obtaining performance metrics for the computer system before and after 
computer configuration changes [i.e. comparing old and new configurations] 
implemented in the computer system [paragraph 0033 and see abstract]; and 

■ assessing effectiveness of the computer configuration changes based on the 
obtained performance metrics [paragraphs 0116-0162]. 

6. With respect to claim 4, Grieve further teaches removing computer configuration 
changes not resulting in performance improvements from future recommendation sets 
[paragraphs 0026, 0045, 0049, 0072, 0080, 0082, 0098, 0114, and 0151]. 

7. With respect to claim 5, Grieve further teaches summarizing recommended 
actions identified for a computer user, configuration changes implemented, and the 
resulting change in performance [i.e. schedule summary 205, paragraphs 0042 and 
0083]. 

8. With respect to claim 6, Grieve further teaches providing a report with 
performance trends on a plurality of computer systems where recommended 
configuration changes are not implemented [see abstract and fig. 10]. 
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9. With respect to claim 7, Grieve further teaches analyzing computer metrics on 
the computer system and proposing configuration changes based on the analysis of 
computer metrics [fig.1 and paragraph 0004]. 

10. With respect to claim 8, Grieve further teaches wherein obtaining performance 
metrics for the computer system before and after computer configuration changes 
comprises accessing stored computer metrics in a database [i.e. database manager 
108,fig.1]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Grieve as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Little et al., United States 
Patent Number 6,678,639 (hereinafter Little). 

13. With respect to claim 2, Grieve does not explicitly show increasing priority values 
for computer configuration changes resulting in performance improvements, the priority 
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values being used for priority of the computer configuration changes in future 
recommendation sets. 

In a configuration method, Little suggests increasing priority values for computer 
configuration changes resulting in performance improvements, the priority values being 
used for priority of the computer configuration changes in future recommendation sets 
[see abstract and col. 2, II. 09-42]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Grieve in view of Little by increasing priority 
values for computer configuration changes resulting in performance improvements 
because this feature might instruct the user that when a new hardware or software 
system is being deployed [Little, col. 20, II. 23-63]. It is for this reason that one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been motivated in order to 
instruct the user to upgrade the firmware to the latest firmware [Little, col. 7, II. 59-67]. 

14. With respect to claim 3, Grieve does not explicitly show classifying computer 
configuration changes not resulting in performance improvements as secondary 
recommendations in future recommendation sets. 

In a configuration method, Little further teaches classifying computer 
configuration changes not resulting in performance improvements as secondary 
recommendations in future recommendation sets [fig. 29 and col.7, 11.16 through col. 8, 
II.62]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Grieve in view of Little by classifying computer 
configuration changes not resulting in performance improvements as secondary 
recommendations in future recommendation sets because this feature might instruct the 
user that when a new hardware or software system is being deployed [Little, col. 20, II. 
23-63]. It is for this reason that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
would have been motivated in order to instruct the user to upgrade the firmware to the 
latest firmware [Little, col. 7, II. 59-67]. 

1 5. Claims 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Grieve in view of Little. 

16. With respect to claims 9, 1 1 , and 14-18, Grieve teaches a system [see abstract 
and paragraphs 0007-0009] comprising: 

■ hardware components in a computer system [fig. 1 ]; 

■ installed software in the computer system [fig.1]; 

■ configuration settings indicating configuration conditions for the hardware 
components and the installed software [fig. 1 ]; and 

■ programmed instructions configured to: identify implemented configuration 
changes in the computer system [paragraph 0151]; collect performance 
metrics associated with the computer system having the identified 
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implemented configuration changes [see abstract and paragraphs 0033 and 
0116-0162]. 

However, Grieve does not explicitly show weight effectiveness of the identified 
implemented configuration changes. 

In a configuration method, Little suggests weight effectiveness of the identified 
implemented configuration changes [see abstract and col. 2, II. 09-42]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Grieve in view of Little by because this feature 
might instruct the user that when a new hardware or software system is being deployed 
[Little, col. 20, II. 23-63]. It is for this reason that one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention would have been motivated in order to instruct the user to upgrade 
the firmware to the latest firmware [Little, col. 7, II. 59-67]. 

17. With respect to claim 10, Grieve further teaches programmed instructions 
configured to analyze the computer system and propose configuration changes based 
on the analysis [fig.1 and paragraph 0004]. 

18. With respect to claims 12 and 19, Grieve further teaches programmed 
instructions configured to provide reports on implemented configuration changes [i.e. 
schedule summary 205, paragraphs 0042 and 0083]. 



19. 



With respect to claims 13 and 20, Grieve further teaches wherein proposed 
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configuration changes with low weighted effectiveness are removed from a 
recommendation set [paragraphs 0026, 0045, 0049, 0072, 0080, 0082, 0098, 0114, and 
0151]. 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. " Automatic remote firmware updade ." by Weyand et al., United States 
Patent Number 6,930,785. 

b. " Control of software via bundling ." by Smith et al., United States Patent 
Number 7,158,248. 

c. " Method and apparatus for configurable data collection on a computer 
network ." by Greuel, United States Patent Application Publication Number 
2002/0161861. 

d. " Method for tracking configuration changes in networks of computer 
systems through historical monitoring of configuration status of devices on the network ." 
by Steele et al., United States Patent Number 6,282,175. 

21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nghi V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4067. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday (6:30-4:00). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on (571) 272-3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Nghi Tran 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 
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